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1
LENS BARRIER UNIT AND IMAGE
CAPTURING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a lens barrier unit for
protecting an image pickup lens, and an image capturing
apparatus provided with the lens barrier unit.

2. Description of the Related Art

Image capturing apparatuses such as a digital video cam-
era, a digital still camera, and the like form an image of a
subject by an image pickup lens and pick up the image of the
subject by an image pickup element arranged behind the
image pickup lens. As the image pickup element, a CCD
image sensor (Charge Coupled Device Image Sensor),
CMOS (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor) image
sensor, and the like can be cited, for example. In the recent
image capturing apparatuses, a lens barrier mechanism is
provided in front of the image pickup lens in order to prevent
damage on the image pickup lens and to protect the same.

The lens barrier mechanism opens an optical path and
allows a light beam to enter the image pickup lens when
shooting and closes the optical path so as to protect the image
pickup lens when not shooting. As the lens barrier mecha-
nism, there is known a lens barrier mechanism of a four-blade
rotationally movement type in which four lens barrier mem-
bers 1a, 15, 1¢, and 14 are pivotally moved so that the optical
path in front of the image pickup lens 2 can be opened/closed
as shown in FIG. 6, for example (see Japanese Laid-Open
Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 2002-148682, for example).

However, the lens barrier mechanism in the above-de-
scribed prior-art technology includes a base member of a ring
shape having shafts 3a and 35 at symmetrical positions, the
shaft 3a pivotally supporting the lens barrier members 1a and
15, while the shaft 35 pivotally supporting another lens bar-
rier members 1¢ and 1d. The above-described technology is
configured such that the optical path of an image pickup lens
2 is opened/closed by pivotally moving the four lens barrier
members 1ato 1d, which requires to provide a space, in which
a shaft for pivotally supporting the respective lens barrier
members is installed, at each of the symmetrical positions of
the ring-shaped base member, and further requires to provide
retreat spaces, to which the lens barrier members 1a to 14 are
retreated, in order to open the optical path by pivotally mov-
ing the four lens barrier members 1a to 1d. As aresult, the lens
barrier mechanism itself becomes considerably greater in
diameter than the image pickup lens, which provides a prob-
lem that a demand for size reduction of the entire image
capturing apparatus cannot be met, and moreover no measure
is taken against deformation or the like of the lens barrier
mechanism when an external force acts thereto, which pro-
vides a problem that the external force-resistance is not suf-
ficient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a lens barrier unit which is
capable of improving the external force-resistance of the lens
barrier unit without increasing the size of the lens barrier unit
itself, and an image capturing apparatus provided with the
same.

In an aspect of the invention, there is provided a lens barrier
unit adapted to open or close an opening portion of a cover
member disposed in front of an image pickup lens in a direc-
tion to an optical axis of the image pickup lens, comprising: a
first panel member and a second panel member, each of which
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having an opening communicating with the opening portion
and a plate-shaped portion for partially defining the opening;
a lens barrier member adapted to move between a lens pro-
tection position where the opening portion is closed and a lens
exposed position where the opening position is opened; and a
link member adapted to pivotally move around a rotating
shaft with one end thereof as a center and to move the lens
barrier member to the lens protection position or the lens
exposed position, wherein the lens barrier member and the
link member are arranged between the first panel member and
the second panel member with the link member located on a
side of the second panel member side, and the second panel
member and the pivotally moving link member overlap with
each other through a static pressure receiving structure por-
tion.

With this arrangement, rotation of the link member allows
the lens barrier member to move between the lens protection
position and the lens exposed position, thereby opening/clos-
ing the opening portion, and the static pressure receiving
structure portion is formed at a portion where the second
panel member and the pivotally moving link member overlap
with each other, which improves the external force-resistance
of the lens barrier unit without increasing the size of the lens
barrier unit itself.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B are perspective views showing a digital
video camera according to an embodiment of the present
invention, in which FIG. 1A shows a state where an image
pickup lens is exposed, while FIG. 1B shows a state where the
image pickup lens is protected.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views useful in explaining a lens
barrier unit built in the digital video in FIGS. 1A and 1B, in
which FIG. 2A is a perspective view, while FIG. 2B is an
exploded perspective view.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are front views useful in explaining a
static pressure receiving structure portion in the lens barrier
unit in FIGS. 2A and 2B with both lens barrier members and
a front panel omitted, in which FIG. 3 A shows a case in which
the upper and lower lens barrier members are in a closed state,
not in an open state, and FIG. 3B shows a case in which the
upper and lower lens barrier members are in an intermediate
state (1) between the open state and the closed state, and FIG.
3C shows a case in which the upper and lower lens barrier
members are in an intermediate state (2) between the open
state and the closed state.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views useful in explaining the lens
barrier unit in FIGS. 2A and 2B in a state where the upper and
lower lens barrier members are closed, in which FIG. 4A is a
front view with the front panel removed, and FIG. 4B is a rear
view with a rear panel removed.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are view useful in explaining the lens
barrier unit in FIGS. 2A and 2B in a state where an opening is
open, in which FIG. 5A is a front view with the front panel
removed, and FIG. 5B is a rear view with the rear panel
removed.

FIG. 6 is a view useful in explaining a prior-art lens barrier
mechanism of a four-blade rotationally moving type.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described in detail with
reference to the attached drawings.
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FIGS. 1A and 1B are perspective views showing a digital
video camera according to an embodiment of the present
invention, in which FIG. 1A shows a state where an image
pickup lens is exposed, while FIG. 1B shows a state where the
image pickup lens is protected.

In FIGS. 1A and 1B, a digital video camera 10 as an image
capturing apparatus is provided with a camera body 11 con-
stituting an exterior. An image pickup lens 13 is incorporated
into the camera body 11, and a front cover 16 as a cover
member is arranged in front of the image pickup lens 13 in a
direction of an optical axis of the image pickup lens 13. In the
front cover 16 is formed an opening portion 16a through
which a light beam enters the image pickup lens 13 along an
optical axis 13a. An image pickup element (not shown) for
picking up an image of a subject formed by the image pickup
lens 13 is arranged behind the image pickup lens 13 in the
direction of the optical axis. The image pickup element com-
prises a CCD image sensor, a CMOS image sensor, and the
like, for example.

The front cover 16 has incorporated thereinto a lens barrier
unit 20 for opening/closing the opening portion 16a (see FI1G.
1B). The lens barrier unit 20 has therein a lens barrier member
for opening/closing the opening portion 164 as viewed from
the front of the image pickup lens.

The lens barrier member is composed of an upper lens
barrier member (first lens barrier member) 21 covering an
upper part of the opening portion 16a and a lower lens barrier
member (second lens barrier member) 22 covering a lower
part of the opening portion 16a.

The upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 move
between a lens protection position where the opening portion
is closed (lenses are protected) and a lens exposed position
where the opening portion is opened, that is, positioning the
upper and lower barrier members 21 and 22 at the lens
exposed position puts the opening portion 164 into an open
state in which a light beam is allowed to enter the image
pickup lens 13 (when shooting) (FIG. 1A), and positioning
the upper and lower barrier members 21 and 22 at the lens
protection position puts the opening portion 16a into a closed
state in which a light beam is not allowed to enter the image
pickup lens 13 (when not shooting) (FIG. 1B).

On the camera body 11 is disposed an opening/closing
knob 14 as an operation portion for opening/closing the lens
barrier unit 20. The opening/closing knob 14 is configured to
move vertically in a reciprocal manner with respect to the
camera body 11. Moving the opening/closing knob 14 down-
ward as viewed from the front of the image pickup lens 13
allows the upper and lower lens barriers 21 and 22 to move so
as to open the opening portion 16a (FIG. 1A). As a result, the
light beam enters along the optical axis 13a through the
opening portion 16a and reaches the image pickup lens 13,
thereby realizing a shootable state. On the other hand, moving
the opening/closing knob 14 upward as viewed from the front
of the image pickup lens 13 allows the upper and lower lens
barrier members 21 and 22 to move so as to close the opening
portion 16a (FIG. 1B). Closure of the opening portion 16a
realizes a non-shootable state, thereby causing the image
pickup lens 13 to be protected.

A description will now be given of an assembling consti-
tution of the lens barrier unit with reference to FIGS. 2A and
2B.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views useful in explaining a lens
barrier unit built in the digital video in FIGS. 1A and 1B, in
which FIG. 2A is a perspective view, while FIG. 2B is an
exploded perspective view.

In FIGS. 2A and 2B, the lens barrier unit 20 has a front
panel 12 as a first panel member forming an outer shape and
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a rear panel 15 as a second panel member. The upper and
lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 and an opening/closing
link 23 are disposed between the front panel 12 and the rear
panel 15 such that the opening/closing link 23 as a link mem-
ber is located on a side of the rear panel 15 (on a side of the
second panel member). The front panel 12 and the rear panel
15 have substantially rectangular opening 12a and opening
15a through which the light beam enters the image pickup
lens 13, respectively, and plate-shaped members for partially
defining the opening 12a and the opening 154, respectively.
The opening 12a and the opening 15¢ communicate with the
opening portion 16« of the front cover 16.

In FIG. 2B, the rear panel 15 has engagement pawls 155 to
15d disposed on an upper part and both sides thereof. More-
over, the front panel 12 has engagement surfaces 12g to 12/
engaged with the engagement pawls 1556 to 154 disposed on
an upper part and both sides thereof. When the engagement
pawls 155 to 15d of the rear panel 15 are engaged with the
engagement surfaces 12g to 12 of the front panel 12, respec-
tively, the rear panel 15 and the front panel 12 are united to
each other. The upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and
22, the opening/closing link 23, the opening/closing knob 14,
and an urging spring 24 are operably accommodated between
the front panel 12 and the rear panel 15, respectively.

In this embodiment, the lens barrier unit 20 has a static
pressure receiving structure portion formed at a location
thereof where the opening/closing link 23 and the rear panel
15 overlap with each other in order to ensure an external
force-resistance, e.g., the external force-resistance with
respect to an external force from an arrow G direction in FIG.
1B.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are front views useful in explaining the
static pressure receiving structure portion in the lens barrier
unit in FIGS. 2A and 2B with the both lens barrier members
and the front panel omitted, in which FIG. 3A shows a case in
which the upper and lower lens barrier members are in a
closed state, not in an open state, FIG. 3B shows a case in
which the upper and lower lens barrier members are in an
intermediate state (1) between the open state and the closed
state, and FIG. 3C shows a case in which the upper and lower
lens barrier members are in an intermediate state (2) between
the open state and the closed state.

In FIG. 3A, the pivotally moving opening/closing link 23
has a first static pressure receiving portion 23e formed at one
end of an outer peripheral part thereof, whereas the rear panel
15 has a first static pressure receiving surface 15e correspond-
ing to the first static pressure receiving portion 23e of the
opening/closing link 23 formed at an upper part of the open-
ing 154 thereof. The first static pressure receiving portion 23e
overlaps with the first static pressure receiving surface 15¢ in
a state where the both lens barriers 21 and 22 close the
opening 15a (FIG. 3A). Moreover, assuming that the upper
and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 are provided, the
first static pressure receiving portion 23e partially overlaps
with the first static pressure receiving surface 15¢ in an inter-
mediate state where the both lens barrier members 21 and 22
slightly open the opening 15a (FIG. 3B). The overlapping
between the first static pressure receiving portion 23e and the
first static pressure receiving surface 15e provides a first static
pressure receiving structure portion.

Moreover, the pivotally moving opening/closing link 23
has a second static pressure receiving portion 23/ formed at
the other end of the outer peripheral part thereof, whereas the
rear panel 15 has a second static pressure receiving surface
15fformed at a right end portion of the plate-shaped member,
opposed to the outer peripheral part of the pivotally moving
opening/closing link 23, for partially defining the opening
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15a thereof. The second static pressure receiving portion 23/
partially overlaps with the second static pressure receiving
surface 15/ in the intermediate state where the upper lens
barrier 21 and the lower lens barrier 22 slightly open the
opening 154 (FIG. 3B). Moreover, also in an intermediate
state where the opening 15a is further opened (FIG. 3C), the
second static pressure receiving portion 237 overlaps with the
second static pressure receiving surface 15f. The overlapping
between the second static pressure receiving portion 23fand
the second static pressure receiving surface 15f provides a
second static pressure receiving structure portion is formed.

Since the first and second static pressure receiving struc-
ture portions are formed at a location where the opening/
closing link 23 and the rear panel 15 overlap with each other,
an external force acting onto the lens barrier unit 20 in a G
direction in FIG. 1B is received by either one of or by the both
of the two static pressure receiving structure portions in col-
laboration. That is, in all of the state where the opening 154 is
closed (FIG. 3A), the intermediate state (1) where slightly
opened (FIG. 3B), and the intermediate state (2) where fur-
ther opened (FIG. 3C), the static pressure receiving portions
(23e and 23f) and the static pressure receiving surfaces (15¢
and 15f) overlap with each other at one or two locations.
Therefore, even if the upper and lower lens barrier members
21 and 22 are positioned at any one of the lens protection
position, the middle position of the lens protection position
and the lens exposed position, and the lens exposed position,
the static pressure receiving structure portion functions to
exert the external force-resistance. It should be noted that at
the lens exposed position in the state where the opening 154
is open, the second static pressure receiving structure portion
where the second static pressure receiving portion 23fand the
second static pressure receiving surface 15foverlap with each
other functions to receive the external force. At this time, the
first static pressure receiving portion 23e also overlap with the
second static pressure receiving surface 15f. Thus, it is pos-
sible to regulate movement of the upper and lower lens barrier
members 21 and 22 on a side of the image pickup lens when
the external force acts.

The static pressure receiving surfaces 15¢ and 15/ are dis-
posed on the plate-shaped portion of the rear panel 15 for
partially defining the opening 15a, and the static pressure
receiving portions 23e and 23/ are disposed on the outer
peripheral part of the link member 23, which eliminates the
need for enlarging a panel used for forming the static pressure
receiving structure portion, and hence even configuration of
the static pressure receiving structure portion prevents the
lens barrier unit 20 itself from increasing in size. Moreover,
the upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 are not
deformed by the static pressure received by the static pressure
receiving structure portion to such a degree that causes
trouble, thereby enabling an opening/closing operation of the
opening portion 164 to be performed stably.

In this embodiment, an opening/closing guide as a guide
member for movably guiding the upper and lower lens barrier
members 21 and 22 is inclined around the optical axis 13a by
a predetermined angle 6 or 5 to 15°, for example, or prefer-
ably 7°.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views useful in explaining the lens
barrier unit in FIGS. 2A and 2B in the state where the upper
and lower lens barrier members are closed, in which FIG. 4A
is a front view with the front panel removed, and FIG. 4B is a
rear view with the rear panel removed.

In FIGS. 4A and 4B, the front panel 12 has opening/closing
guides 125 positioned on a plane intersecting the optical axis
13a perpendicularly, for example, and inclined around the
optical axis by a predetermined angle 0, e.g., 7°. The opening/
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closing guides 125 are disposed on the both right and left
sides of the opening 124, respectively (see FIG. 4B). The
opening/closing guides 126 movably support the upper lens
barrier member 21 and the lower lens barrier member 22.

Each of the upper lens barrier member 21 and the lower
lens barrier member 22 movably supported by the opening/
closing guides 125 is composed of a parallelogram-shaped
plate-shaped body having two sides in parallel with each
other along inclined surfaces of the opening/closing guides
125, respectively. In an acute angle portion of the upper lens
barrier member 21 at an upper thereof and an acute angle
portion of the lower lens barrier member 22 at a lower part
thereof are disposed notch portions 215 and 225, respectively.
This decreases the size of the lens barrier unit. The parallelo-
gram shape, in this embodiment, is not a mathematical con-
cept, but a concept including a shape of a substantial paral-
lelogram considered to be a parallelogram at a glance. Use of
aparallelogram shape enables the upper lens barrier member
21 and the lower lens barrier member 22 to move between the
open state and the closed state along the inclined surfaces of
the opening/closing guides 125.

In this embodiment, a biting preventing structure is
employed in order to smoothen the moving operation of the
upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are views useful in explaining the lens
barrier unit in FIGS. 2A and 2B in the state where the opening
is open, in which FIG. 5A is a front view with the front panel
removed, and FIG. 5B is a rear view with the rear panel
removed.

In FIG. 5A, the lower lens barrier member 22 has, at the
obtuse angle portion or at an upper left part in the upper part
thereof, a triangular extension portion 22¢ extending in a
moving direction (upward direction) when the opening 15«
(12a) is closed. Moreover, the lower lens barrier member 22
has, at the acute angle portion or at an upper right part in the
upper part thereof, an extension portion 224 extending in the
moving direction (upward direction) when the opening 15«
(12a) is closed. The extension portion 22d is smaller than the
extension portion 22¢. The “triangular” shape, in this embodi-
ment, is not a mathematical concept but a concept including a
substantially triangular shape considered to be a triangle at a
glance.

Provision of the extension portions 22¢ and 22d prevents
biting ofthe lens barrier members 21 and 22, thereby enabling
the upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 to
smoothly perform the opening/closing operation of the open-
ing 15a (12a), and ensuring the strength of the lower lens
barrier member 22.

A description will now be given of the reason why the
extension portion 224 is smaller than the extension portion
22c.

In FIG. 5A, the opening/closing link 23 rotates around a
rotating shaft 12¢ counterclockwise, when moving from the
lens exposed position where the opening 15a (124) is open to
the lens protection position where the opening 15a (12a) is
closed. Thus, a diagonally upper right force F acts on a guide
hole 224 of the lower lens barrier member 22 engaged with an
operation boss 235, thereby causing the lower lens barrier
member 22 to be lifted up. This allows the lower lens barrier
member 22 to be lifted up with the left end of the guide hole
22a as an acting point, thereby causing the lower lens barrier
member 22 to rotate in a direction of an arrow H with a gravity
center 22e of the lower lens barrier member 22 as a fulcrum.
Thus, a contact force between the extension portion 22d of the
upper part acute angle portion of the lower lens barrier mem-
ber 22 and the opening/closing guide 1256 becomes larger,
thereby causing larger friction resistance to be generated in
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the extension portion 224, as an attracting portion, moving
against the gravity than in the extension portion 22¢ of the
upper part obtuse angle portion. Therefore, the extension
portion 22d requires strength against the large friction-resis-
tance, while also requiring a function of preventing the biting
with the upper lens barrier member 21 and ensuring a smooth
opening/closing operation. Thus, the extension portion 224 is
formed in a substantially triangular shape smaller than the
extension portion 22¢, whereby the biting of the upper and
lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 is prevented and the
opening/closing operation is smoothened, and at the same
time, the strength is ensured. Moreover, the extension por-
tions 22¢ and 22d retreat so as not to overlap the opening 154
of the rear panel 15 at the lens exposed position where the
opening 154 (12a) is opened, which provides no factor of
increasing the size of the lens barrier unit 20.

A description will now be given in detail of an engagement
state between the upper and lower lens barrier members 21
and 22, and the opening/closing link 23 and a function of the
opening/closing link 23, with reference to FIG. 4B.

In FIG. 4B, a rotation hole 234 is disposed in the opening/
closing link 23 close to the right side in FIG. 4B, and the
rotation hole 234 is engaged with the rotating shaft 12¢ dis-
posed at the center part on the right side of the frame body
portion in the front panel 12 in FIG. 4B, which makes the
opening/closing link 23 pivotally movable around the rotat-
ing shaft 12¢ engaged with the rotation hole 23a.

Moreover, at the center of the frame body portion on the
right side in the front panel 12 in FIG. 4B is disposed an
opening/closing knob guide 12d, and the opening/closing
knob 14, as an operation portion of the upper and lower lens
barrier members 21 and 22 moves vertically along the open-
ing/closing knob guide 124, when operated.

In the vicinity of a left end portion of the opening/closing
link 23 is disposed a ling hole 23¢ with which an opening/
closing boss 21a disposed at a lower left part of the upper lens
barrier member 21 is engaged. Moreover, the operation boss
23bis disposed at the lower center part of the opening/closing
link 23 in FIG. 4B, and this operation boss 235 is engaged
with a guide hole 22a of a horizontally elongated shape
formed in a lower part of the lower lens barrier member 22.
Furthermore, an operation hole 14a of a horizontally elon-
gated shape is formed at a left side of the opening/closing
knob 14 in FIG. 4B, and the operation boss 23d disposed in
the vicinity of the right end portion of the opening/closing
link 23 is engaged with this operation hole 14a.

As described above, in the lens barrier unit 20, with which
the upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22, the
opening/closing link 23, and the opening/closing knob 14 are
linked, is disposed the urging spring 24, in order to maintain
the open/closed states of the upper and lower lens barrier
members 21 and 22.

That is, as shown in FIG. 4B, a spring receiver 145 is
formed for receiving the urging spring 24 in an upper part of
the opening/closing knob 14, and a spring fixing shaft 12e and
a spring fixing portion 12f for fixing the urging spring 24 are
formed in an upper left portion (frame body portion) of the
front panel 12.

The urging spring 24 is fitted with the spring fixing shaft
12e, and further is attached to the spring receiver 145 at one
end thereof and attached to the spring fixing portion 12f'at the
other end thereof. The urging spring 24 urges the opening/
closing knob 14 in a direction to maintain the open state when
the opening 154 (12a) is opened by operating the opening/
closing knob 14 and urges the opening/closing knob 14 in a
direction to maintain the closed state when the opening 15«
(12a) is closed. Therefore, urging of the urging spring 24
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allows the upper lens barrier member 21 and the lower lens
barrier member 22 to maintain the closed state or the open
state of the opening 15a (12a) until the opening/closing knob
14 is operated.

A description will now be given of an operation of the lens
barrier unit 20 having the above-described configuration.

First, if an opening portion 16a (openings 12a and 15a) of
the front cover 16 in the closed state is to be opened by
operating the lens barrier unit 20, the opening/closing knob
14 is moved downward in FIG. 4B.

Downward movement of the opening/closing knob 14 low-
ers the operation boss 234 of the opening/closing link 23
engaged with the operation hole 14a of the opening/closing
knob 14 to cause the opening/closing link 23 to be pivotally
moved counterclockwise around the rotating shaft 12¢ in
FIG. 4B. Thus, the opening/closing boss 21a ofthe upper lens
barrier member 21 engaged with the link hole 23¢ of the
opening/closing link 23 is moved downward, and moreover,
the guide hole 22a of the lower lens barrier 22 engaged with
the operation boss 235 is moved downward. Accordingly, the
upper lens barrier member 21 and the lower lens barrier
member 22 are moved to the retreated positions below along
the opening/closing guide 126 and enter the lens exposed
state where the opening 154 (12a) is open (see FIG. 5B).

At this time, if the opening/closing knob 14 is operated to
be moved downward in a state where the opening is closed,
operation of the urging spring 24 allows the spring receiver
145 of the opening/closing knob 14 to be moved downward,
thereby increasing the urging force of the opening/closing
knob 14 by the urging spring 24 in such a direction as that the
opening 15a (12a) is once closed. However, if the opening/
closing knob 14 is further moved downward, the urging
spring 24 exerts the largest urging force at a top part of the
spring receiver 145. Then, if the opening/closing knob 14 is
further moved downward, the urging force of the opening/
closing knob 14 by the urging spring 24 is reversed in such a
direction as that the upper and lower lens barrier members 21
and 22 open the opening 15a (12a). Accordingly, when the
opening 15a (12a) is to be opened by moving the upper lens
barrier member 21 and the lower lens barrier member 22, a
clear click feeling can be obtained.

In the state where the opening 15a¢ (12a) is opened, the
upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 are fully
overlapped on the plate-shaped portion below the opening
15a (12a) and also are pivotally moved to a position where the
opening/closing link 23 is hidden below the opening 15a
(12a). Accordingly, a retreating space of the upper and lower
lens barrier members 21 and 22, and the opening/closing link
23 can be ensured by a space for just one lens barrier member,
thereby reducing the size of the lens barrier unit 20.

A description will now be made of an operation to close the
opening 15a (12a) in the open state.

When the opening portion 16a (openings 12a and 15a) of
the front cover 16 in an open state is to be closed by operating
the lens barrier unit 20, the opening/closing knob 14 is moved
upward in FIG. 4B.

Ifthe opening/closing knob 14 is moved upward, the opera-
tion boss 234 of the opening/closing link 23 engaged with the
operation hole 14a of the opening/closing knob 14 is raised,
and the opening/closing link 23 is pivotally moved clockwise
around the rotating shaft 12¢ in FIG. 4B. At this time, the
opening/closing boss 21a of the upper lens barrier 21 engaged
with the link hole 23¢ of the opening/closing link 23 is moved
upward, and the guide hole 224 of the lower lens barrier 22
engaged with the operation boss 235 is moved upward.
Accordingly, the upper lens barrier member 21 and the lower
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lens barrier member 22 are moved upward along the opening/
closing guide 125, to close the opening 15a (12a).

Atthis time, if the opening/closing knob 14 is operated and
moved upward in a state where the opening is open, the spring
receiver 1456 of the opening/closing knob 14 is moved upward
due to an action of the urging spring 24, and the urging force
of the opening/closing knob 14 by the urging spring 24
increases once in such a direction as that the opening 15«
(12a) is opened. However, if the opening/closing knob 14 is
further moved upward, the urging spring 24 exerts the largest
urging force at a top part of the spring receiver 145. Then, if
the opening/closing knob 14 is further moved upward, the
urging force of the opening/closing knob 14 by the urging
spring 24 is reversed in such a direction as that the upper and
lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 close the opening.
Accordingly, when the opening 12a (15a) is to be closed by
moving the upper lens barrier member 21 and the lower lens
barrier member 22, a clear click feeling can be obtained.

According to this embodiment, since the static pressure
receiving structure portion is formed on a portion where the
rear panel 15 and the pivotally moving opening/closing link
23 overlap with each other, an external force acting from, e.g.,
the G direction in FIG. 1B is received by the static pressure
receiving structure portion, which regulates the movement of
the upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 on a side
of'the image pickup lens 13, for example. The static pressure
receiving structure portion is formed in all the states, that is,
the state where the opening 15a is closed (FIG. 3A), the open
intermediate states (1) (FIG. 3B) and (2) (FIG. 3C), and a
released state, which regulates the movement of the upper and
lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 on a side of the image
pickup lens 13 by the external force, regardless of the posi-
tions of the upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22.

According to this embodiment, since the lens barrier unit
20 has the opening/closing guide 124 inclined around the
optical axis of the image pickup lens by the predetermined
angle 0, a gap is formed between the lens barrier unit 20 and
the opening portion 16a of the front cover 16, which enables
the gap to have arranged therein constituent members, such as
the urging spring 24, a flexible printed board (FPC) for a panel
member and the like, and hence reduces the size of the lens
barrier unit 20 without disturbing the opening/closing opera-
tion of the lens barrier unit. Particularly, provision of the
notch portions 215 and 2254 in the acute angle portion in the
upper part of the upper lens barrier member 21 and the acute
angle portion in the lower part of the lower lens barrier mem-
ber 22, respectively, reduces a transverse width (horizontal
direction) of the lens barrier unit 20 down to approximately a
diameter of the image pickup lens, thereby realizing the size
reduction.

According to this embodiment, since the lens barrier mem-
ber is composed of two of the upper and lower lens barrier
members, when the opening 154 (124) is to be opened, both of
the upper and lower lens barrier members 21 and 22 can fully
overlap with each other in the retreated state. This reduces the
vertical dimension of the retreating space down to a dimen-
sion of approximately a vertical length of either one of them,
thereby reducing the size of the lens barrier unit 20, which
enables a demand for the size reduction of the image captur-
ing apparatus to be met.

According to this embodiment, the notch portions 215 and
22b are disposed in the upper and lower lens barrier members
21 and 22, respectively, which reduces the transverse widths
(horizontal direction) of the upper and lower lens barrier
members 21 and 22 down to approximately a transverse width
of the opening 124 indicated by an arrow A in FIG. 4A.
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According to this embodiment, the extension portions 22¢
and 224 extending in the moving direction when the opening
portion is closed are disposed in the upper-part obtuse angle
portion and the upper-part acute angle portion in the lower
lens barrier member 22, which enables the strength of the
lower lens barrier 22 to be ensured with the opening/closing
operation of the lower lens barrier 22 smoothly performed.

In this embodiment, the lens barrier member is composed
of'two of the upper lens barrier member 21 and the lower lens
barrier member 22, but the number of the lens barrier mem-
bers is not limited to two, but three or more lens barrier
members may be used within a range not prejudicial to the
opening/closing operation. Moreover, the inclination angle
around the optical axis in the opening/closing guide 125 as the
guide member is not particularly limited but can be suitably
selected within a range of practical use.

The present invention has been described in detail by using
the embodiment but is not limited to this embodiment.

Aspects of the present invention can also be realized by a
computer of a system or apparatus (or devices such as a CPU
or MPU) that reads out and executes a program recorded on a
non-transitory memory device to perform the functions of the
above-described embodiment(s), and by a method, the steps
of which are performed by a computer of a system or appa-
ratus by, for example, reading out and executing a program
recorded on a non-transitory memory device to perform the
functions of the above-described embodiment(s). For this
purpose, the program is provided to the computer for example
via a network or from a recording medium of various types
serving as the memory device (e.g., computer-readable
medium).

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2011-285969 filed Dec. 27, 2011, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A lens barrier unit adapted to open or close an opening
portion of a cover member disposed in front of an image
pickup lens in a direction of an optical axis of the image
pickup lens, comprising:

a first panel member and a second panel member, each of
which having an opening communicating with said
opening portion and a plate-shaped portion for partially
defining the opening;

a lens barrier member adapted to move between a lens
protection position where said opening portion is closed
and a lens exposed position where said opening position
is opened; and

a link member adapted to pivotally move around a shaft
with one end thereof as a center and to move said lens
barrier member to said lens protection position or said
lens exposed position, wherein

said lens barrier member and said link member are
arranged between said first panel member and said sec-
ond panel member with said link member located on a
side of said second panel member side,

said second panel member and said link member overlap
with each other through a static pressure receiving struc-
ture portion, and

said static pressure receiving structure portion includes a
first static pressure receiving structure portion compris-
ing a first static pressure receiving surface disposed on
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anupper part of said opening of said second panel mem-
ber and a first static pressure receiving portion disposed
atone end of an outer peripheral part of said link member
so as to oppose to said first static pressure receiving
surface, and a second static pressure receiving structure
portion comprising a second static pressure receiving
surface disposed on the plate-shaped portion of said
second panel member and a second static pressure
receiving portion disposed at the other end of the outer
peripheral part of said link member so as to oppose to
said second static pressure receiving surface.

2. The lens barrier unit according to claim 1, wherein said
first static pressure receiving structure portion regulates
movement of said lens barrier member on a side of said image
pickup lens at the lens protection position and said second
static pressure receiving structure portion regulates move-
ment of said lens barrier member on a side of said image
pickup lens at the lens exposed position.

3. The lens barrier unit according to claim 1, wherein said
first static pressure receiving structure portion and said sec-
ond static pressure receiving structure portion regulates
movement of said lens barrier member on a side of said image
pickup lens in association with each other.

4. The lens barrier unit according to claim 1, wherein said
second panel member has engagement pawls formed adjacent
to the first static pressure receiving surface and the second
static pressure receiving surface, respectively, and said first
panel member has engagement surfaces formed so as to
oppose to the engagement pawls, respectively, and

said first panel member and said second panel member are
united to each other due to engagement between said
engagement pawls and said engagement surfaces.

5. A lens barrier unit adapted to open or close an opening
portion of a cover member disposed in front of an image
pickup lens in a direction of an optical axis of the image
pickup lens, comprising:

a first panel member and a second panel member, each of
which having an opening communicating with said
opening portion and a plate-shaped portion for partially
defining the opening;

a lens barrier member adapted to move between a lens
protection position where said opening portion is closed
and a lens exposed position where said opening position
is opened; and

a link member adapted to pivotally move around a shaft
with one end thereof as a center and to move said lens
barrier member to said lens protection position or said
lens exposed position, wherein

said lens barrier member and said link member are
arranged between said first panel member and said sec-
ond panel member with said link member located on a
side of said second panel member side,

said second panel member and said link member overlap
with each other through a static pressure receiving struc-
ture portion, and

said first panel member has a guide member inclined
around said optical axis by a predetermined angle, and
said lens barrier member moves along said guide mem-
ber.

6. A lens barrier unit adapted to open or close an opening
portion of a cover member disposed in front of an image
pickup lens in a direction of an optical axis of the image
pickup lens, comprising:

a first panel member and a second panel member, each of
which having an opening communicating with said
opening portion and a plate-shaped portion for partially
defining the opening;
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a lens barrier member adapted to move between a lens
protection position where said opening portion is closed
and a lens exposed position where said opening position
is opened; and

a link member adapted to pivotally move around a shaft
with one end thereof as a center and to move said lens
barrier member to said lens protection position or said
lens exposed position, wherein

said lens barrier member and said link member are
arranged between said first panel member and said sec-
ond panel member with said link member located on a
side of said second panel member side,

said second panel member and said link member overlap
with each other through a static pressure receiving struc-
ture portion,

said lens barrier member is composed of a first lens barrier
member covering an upper side part of said opening
portion and a second lens barrier member covering a
lower side part of said opening portion, and

said link member moves said first lens barrier member and
said second lens barrier member in the same direction so
as to open and close said opening.

7. The lens barrier unit according to claim 6, wherein each
of said first lens barrier member and said second lens barrier
member comprises a plate-shaped body of a parallelogram
shape having two sides in parallel with each other along an
inclined guide member, and a notch portion disposed on each
of'an acute angle portion of said first lens barrier member at an
upper part thereof and an acute angle portion of said second
lens barrier member at a lower part thereof.

8. The lens barrier unit according to claim 7, wherein said
second lens barrier member has extension portions of a trian-
gular shape extending in such a direction as that the opening
portion is closed is formed in each of an upper-part obtuse
angle portion and the upper-part acute angle portion thereof,
and the extension portion for said upper-part acute angle
portion is smaller than the extension portion for said upper-
part obtuse angle portion.

9. The lens barrier unit according to claim 6, further com-
prising an operation portion adapted to operate said link
member, wherein

said link member has an operation hole engaged with a
shaft disposed on said first panel member, an operation
boss engaged with the operation hole disposed in said
operation portion, a link hole engaged with an opening/
closing boss disposed on said first lens barrier member,
and an operation boss engaged with a guide hole dis-
posed in said second lens barrier member, said link
member pivotally moving around the shaft to move said
first lens barrier member and said second lens barrier
member to the lens protection position or the lens
exposed position when said operation portion is oper-
ated.

10. The lens barrier unit according to claim 5, wherein a
constituent member of said lens barrier unit is disposed in a
gap between the guide member inclined around said optical
axis by a predetermined angle and the opening portion.

11. The lens barrier unit according to claim 10, wherein the
constituent member is a flexible printed board (FPC) for said
panel member.

12. An image capturing apparatus comprising a camera
body, an image pickup lens incorporated into the camera
body, and the lens barrier unit according to claim 1.
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